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Wildlife camera

Posted by Anonymous on Thu, 2016-03-31 12:27

Wildlife Camera in School: We are considering using a wildlife camera that senses movement 
and then records a few minutes of video footage. It would be placed in a treed area on the 
school grounds overnight. Our aim is to capture footage of nocturnal animals for our ecology 
topics. Are there any regulations or restrictions that we should be aware of?

Voting: 
0

No votes yet

Australian Curriculum: 
Living things live in different places where their needs are met
Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive
Interactions between organisms, including the effects of human activities, can be represented 
by food chains and food webs
Ecosystems consist of communities of interdependent organisms and abiotic components of 
the environment; matter and energy flow through these systems
Year Level: 
1
4
7
9
Senior Secondary
Laboratory Technicians: 
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The Animal Welfare officer for NSW DET schools has indicated ‘that there are no implications under the animal 
welfare policies for this activity. Your school, however, will need to seek its own advice about the legal issue of 
using surveillance cameras in the school’. Contact should be made with the legal department in your specific 
jurisdiction.

The activity you describe involves the observation of animals in their natural environment and does not involve 
the capture or handling of any animal. Minimal disturbance might only be due to a flash, if used with the camera.

Consideration should be given to the location and position of the camera to avoid any privacy issues.

Ensure that the camera does not film neighbouring houses or yards.
Ensure that the camera is not active during school hours to avoid inadvertently filming students 
or staff. The use of a timer may assist.

Additional information

The use of animals in all primary and secondary schools in the government and non-government sectors in NSW 
is governed by the Animal Research Act 1985 (NSW) and the Australian code of practice for the care and use of 
animals for scientific purposes. All animals in NSW are also protected by the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act 1979 (NSW).

The establishment of the Animals in schools website provides advice to all schools in all sectors in NSW. Here 
you will find information on the following aspects for your consideration.

Legislation.
The Schools Animal Care and Ethics Committee (SACEC), which has been established to assist 
schools to monitor the use of animals for teaching purposes and to comply with the Animal 
Research Act 1985 (NSW).
Approved activities.
Application forms.
Educational justification.
Specific species kept in schools and their handling, housing, feeding and health requirements.
Specific issues with acquiring, dissecting, disposal and security of animals.
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