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Alert regarding hydrogen balloon explosions

Posted by Anonymous on Mon, 2021-11-15 17:18

Alert regarding hydrogen balloon explosions: We recently had an accident with a 
hydrogen balloon catching fire and melting, rather than popping. Has anyone else had this 
and how do you prevent it happening again.

Previously, I have never had a problem, but this is the second incident this year. This time, the 
molten balloon has gone onto the teacher’s hand, causing a nasty burn and previously, the 
molten balloon dropped causing a minor burn to a desk and the floor.

I have now banned the practical activity here until the solution to the problem is found. I am 
currently using Helium quality balloons, as I couldn’t buy my usual cheap thinner ones and am 
wondering if this is the issue. Any ideas would be appreciated.
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The Science ASSIST Team’s answer to this question is only accessible to those with a subscriber level 
account, who have logged into the website.

To find out how you can get a subscriber level account, go to the About ASSIST page at 
https://asta.edu.au/science-safety/science-assist/subscription/
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