The story of a river (junior version)
This is the story of a river moving through mountains and hills to the sea. All rivers begin with rain falling on the mountains. It is clean pure water falling from the sky. When it hits the ground it joins together as a river. The river flows through a national park. The park is full of plants and trees. The branches of the trees fall off and the bark of the outside of the tree fall into the river. The river carries the small bits of bark faster and faster as it comes down the mountain.
The river continues moving down to the sea. It moves through the farms where farmers have been putting plant food on their crops. As the rain falls on the farms, it washes the plant food into the river.
The farm next door has a large shed of pigs. Some of the pig poo washes into the drain pipes, washes down the drain into the river. 
On the other side of the river there is a cow farm. There are some trees on the sheep farm. The rest of the trees have been chopped down. When the cows come to river for a drink, the dirt on the edge of the river falls into the water.
The river is getting bigger now. It slowly moves closer to the towns. On the edge of the town there are some hobby farms. These are farms that has a few animals as pets. Their water does not come from the town and when they flush their toilets, it goes into a special tank called a sewage tank. Sometimes the sewage tanks overflow into the river. 
Near the small farms someone is fishing. They try hard to catch a fish but their line gets caught around a rock and is left in the water.
Other people are water skiing. Their ski boat leaks oil into the water.
A family is enjoying a picnic at the park near the river. A gust of wind blows some of their rubbish off the table and into the river.
Some people are having a boat ride on the river. They are tourists. Drinks are for sale on the boat, but not everyone uses the rubbish bins on the boat.
Finally the river reaches the town. New houses are being built in the town. Trees are chopped down to make room for the houses. The dirt around the tree is washed into the river. 
The people try to grow new gardens around their houses. They spray the bugs and insects that try to eat their plants. The hose washes the spray into the drains and then into the river.
When people drive to their new houses, their cars leak oil onto the roads. When it rains, the oil on the roads washes into the river too.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The factory near the road makes loaves of bread for the people to eat. They need to wash their equipment every day to keep it clean. Sometimes the dirty water is washed out of the factory into the storm water drain. It too ends up in the river.
Finally the river washes out into the sea. Look at everything that goes with it.



	Land use
	Substance
	Quantity/condition

	National park
	Bark
	½ canister

	Trees
	Bark
	½ canister

	Farm
	Baking powder
	½ canister

	Pigs 
	Thick muddy water
	½ canister

	Cow
	Salty water
	½ teaspoon in full canister water

	Coal mine
	Vinegar (acid run off)
	½ canister

	Hobby farm
	Yellow water/toilet paper
	Full canister + 1 small piece of paper

	Fishing
	Tangle of line
	

	Water skiing
	Vegetable oil
	½ teaspoon

	Picnic 
	Styrofoam, plastic etc
	

	Tourists
	Styrofoam, plastic etc
	

	New houses
	Soil
	½ teaspoon

	Garden
	Baking soda (pesticide)
	½ teaspoon

	Roads
	Vinegar (acid run off)
	½ canister

	factory
	Soap water (detergent)
	1 drop of detergent in full canister of water



